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E.O. 11652: N/A 
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SUBJECT: CONVERSATION WITH NRP ACTIVIST 

1 . POLITICAL OFFICER MET MAY 22 WITH MORDECHAI KOSOVSKY, 
YOUNG (25) ASSISTANT TO NRP LEADERS ZEVULUN HAMMER AND 
YEHUDA BEN-MEIR. KOSOVSKY HAS A DEGREE IN POLITICAL 
SCIENCE FROM BAR-ILLAN UNIVERSITY AND FOR THE PAST SEVERAL 
MONTHS HAS BEEN WORKING FULL TIME AT NRP HEADQUARTERS. 

2. KOSOVSKY WAS ELATED BY THE LIKUD VICTORY AS WELL AS 
THE STRONG SHOWING OE HIS OWN PARTY. HE FELT THAT A NEW 
ERA IN ISRAEL HAD ARRIVED AND SPOKE ENTHUSIASTICALLY OF 
BEGIN, AS IE HE WERE LEADER OF THE NRP. KOSOVSKY SIAD HE 
COULD NOT UNDERSTAND U.S. SUSPICIONS OF BEGIN AND 
RESERVATIONS ABOUT A LIKUD GOVERNMENT. AS A DEMOCRACY, 
ISRAEL IS A NATURAL ALLY OF THE U.S. AND IT SHOULD BE AN 
AMERICAN INTEREST TO HAVE AS STRONG AN ISRAEL AS 
POSSIBLE. HE DPLORED U.S. COMPLACENCY IN ALLOWING 

THE ARABS A HOLD ON THE U.S. JUGULAR (OIL). U.S. 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 02 TEL AV 03696 260744Z 

SUSCEPTIBILITY TO ARAB DICTATES BECAUSE OE DEPENDENCE 
ON OIL IS NOT WORTHY OF A MAJOR POWER AND THE LEADER 
OF THE FREE WORLD. 

3. KOSOVSKY WAS LOOKING FORWARD TO NRP PARTICIPATION 
IN THE GOVERNMENT. HE BELIEVED THAT ZEVULUN HAMMER 
WOULD RECEIVE THE EDUCATION PORTEOLIO AND SUGGESTED THAT 
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MK AHARON ABU-HATZEIRA MIGHT BE AN NRP CANDIDATE FOR A 
MINISTERIAL POST. KOSOVSKY STRESSED THE IMPORTANCE OF 
ORIENTAL JEWS, MANY OF WHOM TEND TO BE RELIGIOUS, AS A 
POTENTIALLY LARGE CONSTITUENCY FOR THE NRP. ABU-HATZEIRA 
IS FROM NORTH AFRICA AND HIS ELEVATION WOULD STRENGTHEN 
THE NRP AMONG ORITENTAL JEWS. KOSOVSKY WAS NOT CONFIDENT 
THAT THE NRP WOULD RECEIVE MORE THAN TWO PORTFOLIOS AFTER 
THE GOVERNMENT STREAMLINING THAT LIKUD HAS PROJECTED. 

THUS, IF ABU-HATZEIRA'S NAME IS PUT FORTH, IT MIGHT BE 
IN PLACE OF NRP HEAD JOSEF BURG, WHO WOULD BE A 
CANDIDATE FOR KNESSET SPEAKER-ALTHOUGH HE HAS NOT YET 
AGREED TO RUN. ANOTHER STRONG POSSIBILITY IS A BURG 
CANDIDACY FOR THE PRESIDENCY WHEN KATZIR'S TERM EXPIRES 
NEXT YEAR. 

4. KOSOVSKY IS ANXIOUS TO HAVE THE DMC IN THE COALITION, 

IN ORDER TO MAKE THE GOVERNMENT AS BROAD AS POSSIBLE. 
HOWEVER, THE DMC INSISTENCE ON ELECTRRAL RFORM PRESENTED 
THE NRP WITH A SERIOUS PROBLEM. MOST IMPORTANT, A CON- 
STITUENCY SYSTEM WOULD WIPE OUT HIS PARTY. BUT HE COULD 
ALSO MARSHAL OTHER ARGUMENTS: IN A COUNTRY AS SMALL AS 
ISRAEL HE THOUGHT IT -CRAZY " TO DRAW UP DISTRICT BOUNDARIES 
FOR ELECTION PURPOSES. MKS HAVT TO REPRESENT THE INTERESTS 
OF THE WHOLE COUNTRY AND NOT JUST A DISTRICT. SINCE MOST 
OF ISRAEL'S POPULATION LIVES FROM "HADERA TO GEDERA," 

MOST OF THE KNESSET WOULD COME FROM THIS RELATIVELY SMALL 
SEGMENT OF ISRAEL. HE THOUGHT THAT PEOPLE FROM THE 

SAME PARTY HAVE MUCH MORE IN COMMON WITH EACH OTHER THAN 
THEY MAY HAVE WITH THEIR NEIGHBORS. FOR EXAMPLE, HE 
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COULD NOT IMAGINE A MEMBER OF THE ALIGNMENT CONSIDERING 
A LIKUD MK AS HIS REPRESENTATIVE IN THE KNESSET JUST 
BECAUSE THEY BOTH LIVE IN THE SAME TOWN. HE THOUGHT 
THAT THE PURPOSE FO FOSTERING VOTER IDENTIFICATION WITH A 
REPRESENTATIVE IN THE KNESSET COULD BE ACHIEVED BY 
PAYING CLOSE ATTENTION TO GEOGRAPHIC DISTRIBUTION IN 
MAKING UP THE PARTY'S KNESSET LIST. HE ALLOWED, HOWEVER, 
THAT THERE WAS ROOM FOR COMPROMISE BETWEEN THE NRP AND 
DMC ON ELECTORAL REFORM IF THEY TWO COULD AGREE ON SOME 
SORT OF SYSTEM COMBINING PROPORTIONAL AND CONSTITUENCY 
REPRESENTATION. 

5. COMMENT: KOSOVSKY APPEARS TO BE TYPICAL OF THE 
NRP'S YOUTH FACTION, WHICH SEES A CLOSE AFFINITY 
BETWEEN THE RELIGIOUS PARTY AND THE LIKUD-A FAR CRY 
FROM THE SPECIAL UNDERSTANDING THAT UNTIL RECENTLY 
EXISTED BETWEEN THE NRP AND THE LABOR PARTY. WE HAVE 
HEARD OTHER YOUTH FACTION ADHERENETS MENTION THE 
SPEAKERSHIP AND PRESIDENCY IN DISCUSSING BURG'S FUTURE. 
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BOTH MOVES SEEM DESIGNED TO REMOVE THE CHIEE HURDLE IN 
A COMPLETE YOUTH FACTION TAKE-OVER OF THE NRP BY KICKING 
THE MODERATE BURG UPSTARIS. IT REMAINS TO BE SEEN 
WHETHER HE IS READY TO FALL INWITH THESE PLANS. 

LEWIS 
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